Bear Claws

Complete the following requirements.
1. Learn about three common designs of pocketknives.
2. Learn knife safety and earn your Whittling Chip.
3. Do one of the following:
a. Using a pocketknife, carve two items.
b. With a pocketknife, safely perform each of these tasks:
i.
Demonstrate how to cut a piece of rope, twine, or fishing line.
ii.
Open a sealed box without damaging the contents.
iii. Open a can with the can opener tool on a pocketknife.
iv.
Remove and replace the screws on an object with the screwdriver
tool on a pocketknife.
v.
Open a letter.

Week of January 4:
Requirement 1: Learn about three common designs of pocketknives.
Requirement 2: Learn about knife safety.
All pocketknives share one important feature: portability. We’ll discuss
single-blade jack knives and multi-blade pen knives, pocket toolsets like Swiss Army
knives, and multitools like Gerbers. We’ll talk about locking mechanisms, too, including
lockbacks, frame locks, and ring locks. Please do not bring knives to this meeting.
At this meeting we’ll also begin a discussion of knife safety rules.

Week of January 11:
Requirement 2: Learn about knife safety.
We’ll talk through the Scouting BSA knife safety rules. We’ll also talk about how
to safely open, close, and pass a knife, and discuss when carrying a knife is
appropriate. I’ll briefly address how to sharpen a knife. Bring your training knife and a
first-aid kit to this meeting.
When a scout has learned these rules, he or she is eligible for the Whittling Chip.
As part of being awarded the Chip, the scout must pledge to be a responsible knife
user. Whittling Chip pledge cards will be included in February’s packet pickup for those
who qualify. The text of the pledge is included below.

Week of January 18:
Requirement 3a: Using a pocketknife, carve two items.
This meeting will be messy! We’ll begin work on carving a bar of soap into
whatever creation sparks your scout’s interest. At the end of this document, I’ve
attached some advice on soap carving and a few simple shape ideas. If your scout
wants to try a different shape, please encourage them to do so!
January 18th is MLK Day and this meeting is optional. If your scout does not
attend the meeting, please work with him or her to choose and begin a carving project.

Week of January 25:
Requirement 3a: Using a pocketknife, carve two items.
By this meeting, your scout should have completed his or her soap carving. Bring
it to the meeting and show it off! We’ll talk about other carving projects your scout can
undertake, either with the training knife or with his or her own knife.

The Pocketknife Pledge:
In return for the privilege of carrying a pocketknife to designated Cub Scout functions, I
agree to the following:
●
●
●
●
●

I
I
I
I
I

will treat my pocketknife with the respect due a useful tool.
will always close my pocketknife and put it away when not in use.
will not use my pocketknife when it might injure someone near me.
promise never to throw my pocketknife for any reason.
will use my pocketknife in a safe manner at all times.

(This is the text each scout must agree to when earning a Whittling Chip.)

Knives Are Not Toys Guidelines
●
●
●
●
●

Close the blade with the palm of your hand.
Never use a knife on something that will dull or break it.
Be Careful that you do not cut yourself or any person nearby.
Never use a knife to strip the bark from a tree.
Do not carve your initials into anything that does not belong to you.

Knife Safety Rules
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

A knife is a tool, not a toy
Know how to sharpen a knife.
A sharp knife is safer than a dull knife because it is less likely to slip and cut you.
Keep the blade clean.
Never carry an open pocketknife
When you are not using your knife, close it and put it away.
When you are using the cutting blade, do not try to make big shavings or chips.
Easy does it.
Make a safety circle. Before you pick up your knife to use it, stretch your arm out
and turn in a circle.
If you cannot touch anyone or anything else, it is safe to use your knife.
While using your knife, be sure to watch in case someone walks toward you and
gets too close.

